Evaluation of egg production of the Japanese quail (Coturnix japonica)
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Summary


The topic of my disertation is the testing on actual population of Japanese Quail (Coturnix japonica) which are in hatchery flocks in the Czech Republic. The Japanese Quial is the smallest poultry species with meat of good quality as well as a high egg production, which is, however, very variable. Investigation is carried out  within the GACR grant No. 235/1021/6GA 0676- Breeding of new laying types of Japanese Quail.


	


In my experiment, attention is paid to monitoring of inter-line differences in values of qualitative parameters of eggs, the parameters of egg production, hatchability and fertility. Altogether three lines {03, 07, 20} of quails are located at Drásov u Tišnova - a school farm of  Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry. Lines which showed different parameters of egg production in preceding generation are compared. 





We evaluated the parameters  of egg laying in laying test No.I. and II. until the end of the 6th month of laying period, i.e. the following indicators: number of laid eggs, egg weight, production of egg mass. The following qualitative parameters of egg quality were recorded: weight of egg, eggshell, yolk and eggwhite, index of egg  shape, index of yolk and eggwhite, strenght and thickness of eggshell, yolk colour and Haugh’s units.


In the laying test No.II. were the egg  laid within the system of individual efficiency test, each line had 90 females and 30 males.
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